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Website: www.firstfilipinomartyrnyc.org.
Email: Sanlorenzo09@verizon.net

The Roman Catholic Chapel of San Lorenzo Ruiz, formerly known as the most Holy Crucifix Church, was founded in 1925 and designed by architect Robert J. Riley.  The three-story building is located in the vicinity of Little Italy and nearby China Town, in downtown Manhattan. It is also a few minutes walk to the trendy Soho (South Houston) and Nolita (North Little Italy) neighborhoods, known for its chic shopping districts, exclusive art galleries, upscale restaurants and prodigious coffee shops. 

For the more devout practitioner, or, curious visitor, there are several historical churches nearby, such as the Old Cathedral of St. Patrick, New York City’s first cathedral. In addition, the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary, on the same site of the Shrine of St. Anne Seton, another historical and holy landmark, is located in Manhattan’s nearby Financial District. 

Originally, the Holy Crucifix Church was founded for the Italian Community. However, on June 15, 2005, under the auspices of Cardinal Edward Egan, Archbishop of New York, at the time, the church was dedicated to the Filipino community and renamed the Chapel of San Lorenzo Ruiz, after the first Filipino Roman Catholic martyr and saint.

Masses, at the chapel, are held twice a week, in Filipino, Spanish, Italian and English, usually by the church’s moderator, Father Joseph Marabe, who is also the Director of the Filipino apostolate in the Archdiocese of New York. Although the masses are multi-lingual, they have a distinctly Filipino orientation. For example, some prayers and songs are said, or, sung, in Tagalog, the national language of the Filipino people.  Translations, in English, of the prayers and songs, are visible from a large overhead projector.  Two statues of San Lorenzo Ruiz, brought directly from the Philippines, adorn the chapel, one at the entrance and one by the altar. Numerous other representations of various saints and an icon of the Virgin Mother of Perpetual Help are also on display for veneration. To welcome visitors, Filipino food is usually served, during hospitality hour, following the afternoon masses. During this time, there is fellowship and friendship shared among all the visitors, foreigners and Filipinos alike. 

Lately, the chapel has been the site of prayerful events to bolster the faith of its surrounding community, and of its Filipino parishioners, such as its emphasis on healing masses and devotions to the infant Jesus and Mary. A few visitors, and the church’s current lay caretaker, have testified about healings which took place after having prayed at the little chapel and after having participated in the masses said for the sick. For instance, on January 01, 2012, one Filipina woman, Elvy S. Rodil, testified that she was miraculously cured from a painful disorder of the central nervous system, fibromyalgia.

Please visit our website. Donations are welcome to continue with the church’s ongoing renovation. All visitors are invited to visit the chapel.  

Mass schedule:

· Weekend mass times: Sun: 2:15 pm 

· Weekday mass times: Wed. 6:30 pm

· Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help / Holy Mass: Wed. 6:30 pm

· Novena to Nuestro Padre Jesus Nazareno/Stations of the Cross: Fri. 6:30 pm

Devotions: (consult our website for these special devotional masses)

· Every First Friday Masses Novena, Mass and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament Feast of Santo Nino is celebrated every January.

· Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mother during the month of May

· Holy Week Services

· Retreats and Recollections 

· Youth Group Sessions

Photo page: (next page)

· Picture of Father Joseph

· Picture of a bronze statue of San Lorenzo Ruiz

· Picture of the frontal entrance to the Chapel of San Lorenzo Ruiz, Little Italy, New York.
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San Lorenzo de Ruiz  (http://www.chapelofsanlorenzoruiz.org/life.html)

On September 29,1637, San Lorenzo Ruiz professed his faith by martyrdom. He was beatified by Pope John Paul II in Manila and later canonized on October 28,1987. San Lorenzo Ruiz holds the distinction of being the first person beatified outside the Vatican. He also holds the honor of being the first Filipino saint, the "most improbable of saints," as Pope John Paul II described him during the canonization ceremony.

Lorenzo Ruiz, the first Filipino saint, was the kind of man who could die for God and religion a thousand times if he had to.  Lorenzo Ruiz was was a layman who worked as a calligrapher for the Dominican parish of Binondo, Manila. As an "escribano," he was exceptionally gifted, and the Dominican friars relied on him to transcribe baptismal, confirmation and marriage documents into the church's official books. He was also an active member of the Marian confraternity, a man the Dominicans described as someone "they could trust."

The son of a Chinese father and Tagala mother who lived in the Parian district outside the city walls of Manila, Lorenzo Ruiz married a Tagala like his mother and had three children -- two sons and a daughter -- whose descendants are currently residents of the same area where the original Ruiz family lived.In 1636, Ruiz was implicated in a murder. He sought help from his Dominican superiors who believed in his innocence. In order to escape what they believed would have been an unjust prosecution for their protege, the Spanish friars immediately sent Ruiz on a missionary expedition outside of the Philippines. Initially, Ruiz thought he was being sent to Taiwan, where he believed his Chinese roots would enable him to start a new life. Little did he know that he and the missionary expedition led by Fray Domingo Ibanez was actually headed for Nagasaki, Japan, where feudalism was fanning the flames of Christian persecution. Lorenzo Ruiz was headed straight into the arms of death.

He was arrested almost immediately upon his arrival in Japan in 1636, and subjected to torture by his Japanese captors for more than a year. Tied upside down by his feet and dropped into a well where sharp stakes lined the bottom, his torturers would stop just before he would be impaled, and thereupon try to convince him to renounce his faith.

"Deny your faith and we will spare your life," his persecutors said.

To which Lorenzo Ruiz answered, "I will never do it. I am a Catholic and happy to die for God. If I have a thousand lives to offer, I will offer them to God."

Existing documents attest that the Japanese promised him a safe trip back home where he could be reunited with his loved ones, but Ruiz staunchly chose to remain faithful to his religion.

On September 22, 1637, Ruiz, Fray Domingo and their 14 companions were led up a hill overlooking the bay of Nagasaki. There they were hung upside down with their heads inside the well. Their temples were slit open to let blood drip slowly until they died either from loss of blood or asphyxiation. Many died after several days. Ruiz died last, on September 29,1637.

"The Lord gives us saints at the right time and God waited 350 years to give us this saint," the Holy Father then said. "It is the heroism which he demonstrated as a lay witness to the faith... which is very important in today's world. The witness of San Lorenzo is the testimony we need of courage without measure to show us that it is possible. Faith and life for Lorenzo was synonymous and inseparable. Life without faith would have been without value...he proved that sanctity and heroism are there for anybody and the final victory is made to size for each one of us."

Almighty God, you have given us St. Lorenzo Ruiz as a model of an unwavering fidelity and unflinching courage as he withstood the forces of death to defend his faith. Give us the same courage and fidelity to remain steadfast as we face the difficulties and temptations of our daily life.

We present all our petitions to God through your help so that by our actions, we may know and love more Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  We humbly implore your intercession in this novena, for the glory of God and in honor of your triumph as a martyr of Christ and defender of Christianity.

O courageous St. Lorenzo Ruiz, you were an exemplar father, a witness of Christ until the last hours of your earthly life.  You did not hesitate to say that even if you have a thousand lives, you will give them all to Jesus.  Intercede for us before the throne of the Most High and inspire us, especially the fathers among us, to lead our families in prayer and worship. Amen.


